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The role of the NCFHE

• accreditation of further and higher educational institutions;

• accreditation of programmes or courses of studies at further and 
higher education levels;

• quality assurance of both educational institutions and programmes 
or courses;

• recognition of qualifications (ENIC-NARIC for Malta)

• validation of informal and non-formal learning;

• research and policy recommendation

• EQF National Coordination Point 



Inception of the MQF

• Oct 2005 – June 2007: consultations with 
stakeholders 

• Publication of the LN347 (2005) provided 
the Foundation of the MQF and established 
the principle of level descriptors

• Launching the MQF in June 2007

• First referencing report in 2009

• 4th update published in 2016



Further developments

• Three legal notices were published 
• Secondary School Certificate and Profile (SSC&P) 

issued at MQF Levels 1-3;
• Two additional introductory levels (A and B) have 

been included in the last edition of the Referencing 
Report but are yet to be included in the legislation of 
the MQF to recognise prior learning and provide an 
introduction to MQF Level 1;

• A study was undertaken by the NCFHE on the 
understanding of the MQF and EQF amongst 
stakeholders in 2016;

• Over 3000 Qualifications and Awards now 
recognised on the MQF.



Last developments

• In September 2019, the NCFHE has set up 
an MQF Working Group to support the 
continuous development of the MQF.

• Currently undergoing an MQF impact 
assessment study in collaboration with 
SCQFP

• In August 2020, a new logo was designed for 
the MQF





Malta’s NQF

• The MQF is an eight-level system 

• Includes formal, informal and non-formal 
learning 

• Based on level descriptors and  on learning 
outcomes. 

• Promotes parity of esteem between all 
education pathways





Credit System

1 Credit = 25hrs of 
total learning

Contact Self-Study



Qualifications & Awards

Qualifications Awards

Substantial programmes based 
on learning outcomes at the 
respective MQF level and 
having enough workload to 
meet the requirements 
depending on the level.

Short programmes; any 
accredited course which does 
not fulfil the entire 
requirements of a Qualification 
in terms of number of credits 
offered.



Program Accreditation



List of Licensed Institutions and 
Accredited Courses



The National Qualifications 
Register

• developed through a project co-financed by 
the European Union

• Annex VI of the COUNCIL 
RECOMMENDATION of 22 May 2017 

• The database will be a subdomain of the 
NCFHE website and will be linked to the 
EUROPASS portal



Video



Thank you
For further information:
email: research.ncfhe@gov.mt

mailto:qric.malta@gov.mt

